
Lent – The Season of Repentance and ReconciliationLent – The Season of Repentance and Reconciliation
 What is keeping us from being close to God?

 Is it because we have committed an offense against Him and are afraid that He won’t forgive us?  Or have 
we offended or injured another human being, possibly someone in our own family or a co-worker?  Or has it 
been so long since we’ve been to Confession that we’re afraid God won’t forgive us?

 Our God is merciful and forgiving.  We need only be truly sorry for our sins, desire not to sin again, and seek 
reconciliation.  Through the Sacrament of Reconciliation… this precious gift from God and His Church… we are 
reconciled with God, with ourselves, and with the Church.

 Lent is the primary penitential season in the Church’s liturgical year.  This Lent, wouldn’t it be better to seek 
forgiveness from those we have offended and to reconcile with God to gain peace and serenity of conscience… 
than to give up chocolate?

        By Regina Johnson

WE ARE IN
THIS TOGETHER

Lent 2012

My dear parish family,

am so happy that Cardinal DiNardo has assigned us a third 
priest – Fr. Tom Hawxhurst.  For six months, it has been just Fr. 

Santy and myself ministering to our 
6,700 or so registered families.  We 
have received wonderful help from 
visiting priests like Fr. Bob Duggan, Fr. 
Vince Dulock and Fr. Brendan Cahill.  
Our dedicated deacons have also 
been a superb help.  Of course, our 
parish staff is magnificent.  But what a 
relief now to have a third priest on 
staff again!  Fr. Tom is a newly ordained, 
wonderful servant of God’s people, 

and I know you will grow to love him.

Lent is upon us once again with its Friday night fish frys, ashes, 
penances, opportunities for conversion and spiritual growth, Friday 
abstinence from meat, etc.  Lent is not for the feint of heart.  It is for 
those who take their salvation and relationship with God seriously.  I 
will request a common parish penance again this year.  I think it will

be far easier than refraining from electronic entertainment for six
days, though you may do that on your own.

I am asking that for six days, from March 18-23, families pray the 
rosary together.  An alternative could be that you come to the parish 
rosary that I lead on the six Friday mornings of Lent, in the church 
from 6:30-6:55 a.m., beginning February 24.  There is so much to pray 
for now in our tumultuous times, and where two or three are 
gathered in Jesus’ name, there is great power.  I would like to see 
families praying at home and 1,000 people in church on Fridays, 
praying for our world, our country, our parish, our families, our young 
people.  I also ask that you be unwilling to participate in any compe-
titions or tournaments on Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter 
Sunday, April 6-8.

I can’t wait for the 50 days of Easter and the springtime.  Meanwhile, 
may God give you all a fruitful and loving Lent.  We are in this 
together!

     In Jesus’ love,
     Fr. Drew Wood, Pastor
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PENANCE
SERVICE

Monday, March 5, 2012
7:00 p.m.

In the Church

15 priests will be on hand 
to hear Confessions.
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St. Laurence warmly welcomes Fr. Tom Hawxhurst to our parish family!  He was 
ordained on January 14, somewhat unusual in the Archdiocese, but he and fellow 
seminarian, Fr. Martial Oya, were ahead of schedule and ready to enter priestly minis-
try.  They were advanced toward early ordination so they could serve the Church now.

History In His Blood
Fr. Tom was born in New Orleans, the middle of three children.  As a child, he was 
“skinny and hyperactive”, drawn to sports and all sorts of outdoor activity.  But he was 
also a student who loved to learn.  History was in his blood (his grandfather was a 
professor of history at the University of Virginia) and it was a topic of frequent discus-
sion around the family table.  The University of St. Thomas offered him a generous 
scholarship, so he came to Houston to earn his undergraduate degree in history.

While at UST, Tom joined in the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve and relished the active, 
outdoor lifestyle.  But upon graduation, a recruiter for a volunteer group offered him 
the chance to go to Compton, California, to serve as a Missionary Cenacle teacher at a 
Catholic junior high.  It was there that he discovered that he liked teaching and his 
experience there gave him a focus for further study.  After two years, Tom entered 
Auburn University where he earned a masters in history.  He jumped at the chance to 
come back to Houston when he learned of a job opening to teach at Incarnate Word 
Academy.  The rest, as they say, is history!

Helping Others
Fr. Tom was a teacher and coach for 14 years at IWA.  As a teacher, he enjoyed the 
challenge to always keep learning.  “There’s always more to know about any particular 
topic or event, how to teach it, and how to evaluate it.  And then there are the 
students – each enters the classroom with their own histories, the events of just that 
day, which shape their openness and their ability to learn.”

In addition to teaching, Fr. Tom was a volunteer firefighter and EMT in the Alief-
Mission Bend area.  He most enjoyed that he could help people in a crisis, but quickly 
learned the adage “an ambulance is a rolling bandaid.”  As an EMT, he found that he 
was able to address the immediate problem (fire, injuries, heart attack), but unable to 
fix the root causes (substance abuse, hatred, unhealthy lifestyle).  It was during this 
time that he realized that he couldn’t be the solution to the problems around him… 
it was God.  “So, I had to know Him.  For me, that meant giving up all this other stuff – 
distractions – so I could know Him.  And that meant seminary.”

Getting to Know God
At St. Mary’s Seminary, Fr. Tom immersed himself in his studies, to learn about our faith 
and how best to pass it on.  Throughout it all, he tried to slow down and listen… Who 
is Christ?  What does He want?  His pastoral year was spent at St. Jerome in Spring 
Branch, which he really enjoyed.  While he was there, he learned some Spanish and an 
appreciation for different cultures and how to invite everyone to participate.  But 
mostly, he says, “I learned about the importance of prayer, how I have to be very 
deliberate, to set aside time for God and seek Him.  Then, maybe, I can be of some use 
to Him.”

Now that he’s at St. Laurence, his hope is to be of service and to know Christ more 
deeply through the people and ministries here.  After all, it is at a parish, he says, 
“where most of us experience the body of Christ, alive and vibrant!  I love places that 
are active, where there’s lots going on and lots of people involved.”

Clearly, the Cardinal sent him to the right place!

WELCOME FR. TOM HAWXHURST!
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BEHOLD THE LAMB
Heart of Worship 2012

Saturday, February 18, 2012  11:30 am - 9:00 pm
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 Anybody who drives by our church on the Saturday before the start of Lent has got to wonder, “What’s going on 

there?”  Our parking lots cannot contain all the cars, cheerful red-shirted volunteers direct the crowds from one end of 

our campus to the other… and it lasts ALL DAY!  There’s not a tent in sight, so it’s not the bazaar.  What is it?  It’s HEART 

OF WORSHIP, an annual gift from Fr. Drew to his parishioners, a full day of inspirational talks, praise & worship, prayer, 

dinner, Mass and Eucharistic Adoration.

 This year we offer our 9th annual Heart of Worship with the theme “Behold the Lamb”, from the gospel of John and 

inspired by the words of the newly translated Roman Missal.  The heart of our worship is the Lamb of God, the Eucha-

rist, and we are all called to be active participants in the Mass and our own salvation.  The day will begin with praise & 

worship music and a welcome address from Fr. Drew, which will set the spirit for the whole day.  Participants will have 

an opportunity to attend two of three breakout sessions; speakers include Fr. Eurel Manzano, a former St. Laurence 

parishioner now serving at Prince of Peace Catholic Church in North Houston, David Bucklew, a former Baptist minister 

who returned to the Catholic Church, and Sr. Rachel Marie of the Eucharistic Lamb, who also grew up at St. Laurence 

and recently professed her vows as a religious sister.  

 Later in the day, Mother Adela Galindo, founder of the 

Servants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus and Mary, will lead a 

session entitled ‘Come Let Us Adore’.  She will be joined by five 

of her sisters (including Sr. Rachel).  It is a session that will spiri-

tually transport us through their devotion, words, music and 

prayer.  These talks all lead us to Mass and Eucharistic Adoration, 

which is the culmination of the day!

 Heart of Worship is open to anyone sixth grade and older 

and the cost to attend is $15 per person, which includes dinner.  

Registration is limited to 1,500 people and is expected to 

sellout.  Register online at www.stlaurence.org or in-person 

during office hours at the St. Laurence parish office.  Come to 

Heart of Worship, behold the Lamb, and gain the spiritual nour-

ishment you’ll need for a meaningful Lent.

Schedule
10:30 a.m. Check-in
11:30 a.m. Praise & Worship
12:00 p.m. Welcome – Fr. Drew Wood
12:30 p.m. Break 
12:45 p.m. Break Out Session #1 
1:30 p.m. Break
1:45 p.m. Break Out Session #2
2:45 p.m. Break
3:00 p.m. General Session -
 Mother Adela Galindo
4:15 p.m. Dinner
5:30 p.m. Praise & Worship
6:00 p.m. Mass
7:30 p.m. Adoration & Healing Prayer
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”“Be Merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
Ash Wednesday

Wednesday, February 22
6:30am Service  8:15am Mass

12:00pm Mass  5:00pm Service  7:00pm Mass

My God, my God, 
why have you abandoned me?

Palm Sunday
Vigil Mass on Saturday, March 31 at 5:00pm

Masses on Sunday, April 1 at 7:00am,
9:00am, 11:00am, 1:00pm and 5:00pm

Our blessing cup is a communion with the 
Blood of Christ.

Holy Thursday
Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Thursday, April 5 at 7:00pm

Father, into your
hands I commend my Spirit.

Good Friday
Stations of the Cross & Divine Mercy Devotion

Friday, April 6 at 11:30am

Solemn Good Friday Liturgy
Friday, April 6 at 3:00pm and 7:00pm

Fr. Drew asks that everyone wear red, 
the liturgical color of this solemn day.



T ST. LAURENCE
MY SOUL LONGS FOR YOU, MY GOD.

The stone the builders 
rejected has become the 

cornerstone.
Easter Vigil

Saturday, April 7
8:30pm

This is the day the 
Lord has made;

let us rejoice
and be glad.

Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 8

7:00am, 9:00am, 9:15am,
11:00am, 11:15am,

1:00pm, 5:00pm

”
“

”
“

LENT LEADS TO EASTER
By Fr. Santy Kurian

 Lent is a time of spiritual preparation for 
the celebration of Jesus’ death and his resur-
rection on Easter Sunday.  The Church tries to 
achieve this goal by leading her children to 
“repentance.”  It is a type of conversion, the 
reordering of our priorities and the changing 
of our values, ideals and ambitions through 
fasting, prayer and mortification.  Lenten 
observances are also intended to lead us to 
our annual solemn renewal of baptismal vows 
on Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday.  Through 
baptism we are called to live justly, to love 
God with all our being and love our neighbor 
as ourselves, and to build the kingdom of God 
by our acts of charity.  During the entire 
Lenten period, the Church offers us God's 
Word with an emphasis on leading to Easter 
celebration.  In short , the Lenten journey, in 
which we are invited to contemplate the 
Mystery of the Cross, is meant to reproduce 
within us "the pattern of his death" (Ph 3: 10), 
so as to effect a deep conversion in our lives; 
that we may be transformed by the action of 
the Holy Spirit, like St. Paul on the road to 
Damascus; that we may firmly orient our 
existence according to the will of God; that we 
may be freed of our egoism, overcoming the 
instinct to dominate others and opening us to 
the love of Christ.  So the Lenten period is a 
favorable time to recognize our weakness and 
to accept, through a sincere inventory of our 
life, the renewing Grace of the Sacrament of 
Penance.

 Dear Sisters and Brothers, through the 
personal encounter with our Redeemer and 
through fasting, almsgiving and prayer, the 
journey of conversion towards Easter leads us 
to rediscover our life and the call.  This Lent, let 
us renew our acceptance of the Grace that 
God bestowed upon us, so that it may 
emanate, illuminate and guide all of our 
actions.
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 On Saturday, April 21, 2012, a new Pastoral Council will be discerned to serve the parish and Fr. Drew for a 3-year 
term.  The Pastoral Council is composed of 12 parishioners each with a desire for spiritual growth in themselves and in 
the parish.  The council serves as the chief consultative body to the pastor and is responsible for long-range pastoral 
planning affecting the whole of parish life.  The council is continually assessing the areas in which the parish is strong 
and those which are in need of more attention, asking how we as a parish are building up the Kingdom of God, and 
determining what is necessary to enhance the spiritual growth of every individual in the parish.
 Over the years, some of the issues we’ve addressed include:  assessing the need within the parish that led to the 
eventual construction of our beautiful church; how to live out the Liturgical Seasons; addressing the complex issue of 
evangelization; expanding understanding of stewardship; enhancing our Respect Life efforts; and determining not only 
how to make parishioners more aware of the need for vocations, but also what to do about it.
 This process involves the individual spirituality and spiritual growth of each member of the council.  It is a process 
that requires study, prayer, and a willingness to serve in a manner that is far beyond any personal agenda.  It is a beautiful 
way to not only serve the parish, but also to grow spiritually.

        By Tamara Kontrimas

Pastoral Council

TO SERVE ON PASTORAL COUNCIL

St. Laurence
Fish Fry...
A Lenten Tradition!

Each Friday beginning February 24
5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
St. Laurence Parish Hall
$9/adults and $5/children

FUN!
FOOD!
FRIENDS!

Proceeds benefit 
Knights of Columbus charities
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ALMSGIVING 
Consider Giving to the Giving Tree
 Each Lent, we are called to fasting, prayer and almsgiving.  Almsgiving has 
been a tradition in our Church since apostolic times and is the sharing of our 
material goods out of love, not duty.  Our Social Concerns Ministry at St. Laurence 
exists as a way for parishioners to direct their almsgiving to benefit those most in 
need in our parish and community.  
 
 The Giving Tree is a program managed by Social Concerns which collects 
donations of basic household items to benefit families in need.  The primary 
recipients are the eight families that St. Laurence has adopted through the 
Refugee Resettlement Program.  These families have fled their countries fearing 
persecution based on race, religion, nationality, participation in a particular social 
group, or political opinion and are assigned to our archdiocese by the United 
Conference of Catholic Bishops Migration & Refugee Services.

 Through this program we provide assistance to meet their most basic needs:  
apartment location and assistance; reception of refugee families at the airport; 
orientation; transportation assistance; coordination of school enrollment for 
children; health checkups; financial assistance; after school literacy and skills 
training services and job development, placement, maintenance and career 
laddering assistance… and a pantry stocked with household essentials like 
detergent, paper towels and toilet paper.  The goal of the program is to help these 
refugees achieve self-sufficiency through employment.

 So after Mass, stop by the Giving Tree to pick up a tag.  In this small way, you’ll 
make a big difference to a family in need.
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MASS SCHEDULE
Daily Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
7:30 a.m. & 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday 7:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Friday 8:15 a.m. & 12:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Sunday Masses
Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 
11:00 a.m., 12:45 p.m., 5:00 p.m.

Misa en Español
Segundo y cuarto sábado del 
mes a 7:00 pm en La Capilla 
de la Misericordia Divina
Sacramento de Reconciliación 
en Español será ofrecido antes 
de la misa del 6:00 pm a 6:45 pm
Reconciliation
Saturday after morning Mass
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm
Wednesday: 5:30 pm to 6:20 pm
Mon.-Thur. after morning Mass

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston
His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo

St. Laurence Catholic Church
Rev. Drew Wood, Pastor

Rev. Santy Kurian, Parochial Vicar

Rev. Tom Hawxhurst, Parochial Vicar

Deacon Rey Arellano, Deacon Albert Bothe

Deacon Don Burns, Deacon Charles Plant

The Gifts of St. Laurence is a quarterly publication designed, written and published by St. Laurence Parishioners. 
Direct comments to Sharon Ehrenkranz, Director of Communications, at 281.980.9812 or sehrenkranz@stlaurence.org.

St. Laurence Catholic Church
3100 Sweetwater Blvd. 
Sugar Land, TX  77479
281.980.9812
For event details see our web site at www.stlaurence.org

Schedule of
Liturgies

ASH WEDNESDAY – February 22
6:30am Service   8:15am Mass

12:00pm Mass   5:00pm Service   7:00pm Mass

PALM SUNDAY – April 1
Saturday Vigil (March 31) 5:00pm

7:00am   9:00am   11:00am
1:00pm   5:00pm

HOLY THURSDAY – April 5
Mass of the Lord’s Supper

7:00pm

GOOD FRIDAY – April 6
Stations of the Cross

11:30am

Good Friday Liturgy (wear RED)
3:00pm    7:00pm 

EASTER VIGIL – April 7
8:30pm

EASTER SUNDAY – April 8
7:00am   9:00am   9:15am

11:00am   11:15am
1:00pm   5:00pm
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